Etobicoke Swimmers Dive into Provincial Meet Later this Month 


Synchro meet slated for Etobicoke Olympium 
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There's a new twist to this year's synchronized swimming provincial trials, which take place Jan. 26 to 28 at the Etobicoke Olympium.
Hosted by the Olympium Synchronized Swimming Club (OSSC), the competition, which will feature about 200 competitive level swimmers from across the province this year, includes a routines component in addition to the regular figures portion.
The meet is typically reserved for swimmers looking to put the finishing touches on their respective team and solo programs, said assistant meet manager Sophie Mazurek-Hainer, who has had her hand in organizing the annual event for four years.
Though it's not really a provincial qualifier, she added the primer meet can in effect set the tone for the approaching provincial championships, held Feb. 15 to 17 at Guelph's Victor Davis Pool.
This is the second competitive meet of the season for OSSC.

"It gets them out there... gives them some exposure and gets them used to performing in front of a panel of judges," she said, adding that many swimmers from last year's OSSC national champion Gold Team have moved up to the junior-level ranks and are expected to show well at the meet.

Sarah Graham, an Etobicoke native, and Rachel Kowalski, Rebecca Maule, Lara Tutton and Lindsay Lukezic were all a part of OSSC's glorious Gold Team and have all graduated to the junior bracket. 
Chloe Brown, who is out with an injury and will not compete at the approaching meet, and Natalie Mintz round out the members on the national champion squad and returned to the Gold squad again this year. 

"It will be interesting to see how they perform in the junior division versus last year's (Gold team)."
The local swim club is sending two sets of teams to the meet this year: two tier 7 teams - for 16 to 18-year-olds - and three tier 6 - for under-15 - teams. Candace Caskey, Kathaleen Carpenter, Samantha Hainer, Mali Foster, Amanda Messere, Haley Miller, Claire Caskey and Breanne Messere, all from the Etobicoke community, will all attend the provincial trials meet as well.
In other club news, OSSC was recognized by Synchro Ontario late last year for its efforts in raising money for breast cancer research. 

A Synchro Ontario initiative, the forth annual Burning Bright for Breast Cancer campaign saw OSSC athletes and their supporters reel in a record total $5,910.35 for breast Cancer research - approximately one-fifth of the fundraiser's total earnings ($30, 580) this year.

"Special acknowledgement was also given to OSSC's Kathaleen Carpenter for her exceptional fundraising efforts that amounted to $1,348.35. 

Sally Yan spearheaded this year's campaign.

